The Court of the Sassanians
chapter gives a typical example of their style.  The harem, of course, was in the charge of the eunuchs.
When the king was away the conduct of the courtiers remaining behind was closely watched by special officials. The same etiquette had to be observed as when the monarch was in residence. Those who observed it were said to be "single-faced" whilst the remainder, the "two-faced", were open to the dangerous accusation of hypocrisy. The king's person was protected by the minutest precautions against threats of assassination. No one knew where he was going to sleep. Four beds were prepared every night in different rooms and it sometimes happened that he did not use one of them but went to sleep in an empty room, resting his head on his arm instead of a pillow.
No one, not even his own son, could enter the king's private chamber without permission. There is a tale which tells how one day Yazdgard I, a Sassanian king of the early fifth century, found his son Vahram, then thirteen years old, in a forbidden part of the palace. He asked him if the door-keeper had seen him come in. "Yes," replied the boy. "Then go and give him thirteen strokes with the rod," said the king, "dismiss him and appoint Azadhmard in his place as keeper of the curtain." Vahram obeyed. Some time later the boy again tried to get into the forbidden room but the door-keeper stopped him and, tapping him on the chest with his fist, said: "If I catch you here again, I'll give you sixty strokes, thirty for the injustice you did to the previous door-keeper and thirty more for making me risk the same punishment." This reached the ears of the king and Azadhmard the door-keeper was sent for and rewarded with a cloak of honour and various gifts.
It was both tradition and good policy for the king to show a certain liberality towards his subjects. Generosity enhanced his prestige and ensured the entire devotion of his immediate entourage. It is said that the moment one of his subjects received approval for an action or a proposal by the king's uttering the word "zih" he was given one thousand drachmae which the treasurer was required to hand over at once. Court officials bringing good news to the king were often rewarded
95. When invited to speak he had to preface his words with conventional wishes such as
